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STATE CLOSES ON PURCHASE OF  
WISCONSIN EXPOSITION CENTER 

 
West Allis, WI – December 1, 2009 – The State of Wisconsin took ownership today of the 
Wisconsin Exposition Center located at Wisconsin State Fair Park in West Allis, Wisconsin. 
The purchase from State Fair Park Exposition Center, inc., approved earlier in the year by 
the State Building Commission, will allow the State of Wisconsin to obtain a $38 million 
asset at a cost of $13.9 million.  
 
The Fair Park Board will operate the exposition business and make annual rental payments 
that will fund the state’s debt service cost.   The staffs of each entity will work closely 
over the next six months to ensure a seamless transition for those producing and attending 
shows at the Wisconsin Exposition Center. Employees of the exposition center will be 
contracted by the Fair Park during the transition.  Once state positions are approved, all 
employees of the Wisconsin Exposition Center will have the ability to interview for 
positions that will be publicly posted. 
 
“The purchase of the Wisconsin Exposition Center is a tremendous opportunity for State 
Fair Park,” stated Susan Crane, chairman of the State Fair Park Board. “The discounted 
purchase price will bring capital costs in line with revenues ensuring a viable ongoing 
exposition business benefiting the community while also promoting financial stability at the 
Fair Park.” 
 
Built in 2002, the Wisconsin Exposition Center is the largest exposition center in Wisconsin 
with over 200,000 gross square feet of contiguous exposition space. Among the events 
hosted at the facility are the Wonderful World of Weddings, the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Sports Show, Realtors Home and Garden Show, the Milwaukee Boat Show, Trainfest and 
Holiday Folk Fair International. Details on the facility and full schedule of events can be 
found at wiexpocenter.com.  
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